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unterschatzen. Wir sprechen hier pro domo und tun es mit voller Ab- 
sichtlichkeit; denn wer wiisste besser wie wir, die wir jahrelang und oft 
unter schwierigen Verhaltnissen dieser Anstalt unsere Krafte geweiht 
haben, was ihr not tut; wer aber wiisste auch besser, dass alles, was an sie 
gewandt wird, wohl angebracht und verdient sei. Sollten sich wirklich 
unter den vielen mit den Giitern der Erde reichlich bedachten Mannern, 
die bei aller Verehrung f iir das grosse amerikanische Vaterland sich noch 
die Liebe zur deutschen Sprache erhalten haben, nicht so viele finden, die 
ihr Scherflein beitriigen, urn durch Aufbringunng einer grosseren Summe 
das Seminar fur immer aller finanziellen Sehwierigkeiten zu entheben und 
es zu der Musteranstalt zu machen, fur welche alle sonstigen Bedingungen 
vorhanden sind ? Der harmonische Verlauf des Lehrertages liess uns mit 
etwafc hoffnungsfreudigerem Bliek in die Zukunft schauen. 

Wenige Worte geniigen, urn iiber den Schluss des Lehrertages zu be- 
richten. Dr. Heinrich Fick von Cincinnati wurde auf den Schild gehoben. 
Der Ausspruch „Le roi est mort, vive le roi^ wurde gottlob in seinem 
ersten Teil Liigen gestraft, indem wir unseren einheimischen Konig zwar 
etwas geschwacht, aber sonst gesund und zufrieden zu seinen Penaten 
zuriickbrachten. Mit einer Begeisterung, welche die Maximaltemperatur 
von Cincinnati noch um ein Betrachtliches iiberstieg, schilderte der neue 
President die Beize seiner Stadt, welche, wie die Bankettreden bewiesen, 
in der Lage war, gleich zwei Dichter auf einmal aus ihren weit geoflEneten 
Toren hervorspringen zu lassen. Cincinnati wurde dementsprechend als 
der Vorort des nachsten Lehrertages bestimmt. Am Abend folgte man 
der Einladung des Biirgerausschusses zu einem prachtigen Bankett. Bei 
trefflichem Wein und treflBichen Keden schwanden die Stunden wie im 
Plug, und es war drei Unr, als die Letzten durch die verodeten Strassen 
Chicagos ihren Hotels zuwandelten, soweit dies ihre physischen Verhalt- 
nisse gestatteten. Der Lehrertag war zu Ende. 



The Importance of Contemporary German Literature for 
the American Student. 



By W. W. Florer, Ph. D. t Ann Arbor, Mich. 



This paper may seem out of place, inasmuch as the material con- 
sidered should, as many may think, be limited to the college work on 
account of the age of the pupils. However, the college work depends 
entirely on the foundation laid in the secondary schools. The work in 
literature in the high schools must be so selected that it will help prepare 
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the scholars for life, as well as for college, which should also equip the 
student for life. Education which equips the pupil for life also gives him 
the best foundation for understanding the writings of the greatest teachers 
of man — the poets. 

In beginning the study of a foreign literature two facts must be re- 
membered — the style and language must be as simple and direct as 
possible, the thoughts must not be too remote from the „ Weltanschauung" 
of the pupil. The style and language of the poets will often prevent the 
pupil from grasping the thoughts of the poets. If the student can grasp 
the thoughts of the poets, the study of the style and language will be an 
easier task for him. 

The American pupil should acquire as much as possible a practical 
use of the German language. He must also acquire a practical knowledge 
of the conditions which are the impelling forces in modern German life 
It is far more essential for the American pupil to know the life of Germany 
today than to know the life of Germany of the last century. For Germany 
of today is exerting a powerful influence on America and this influence 
increases in geometric progression every month and every year. He should 
know not only the great ideal truths of the German people, but also the 
forces which are subtly at work undermining these ideal truths, so that 
he will be able to discriminate the value of things. For these conditions 
both good and bad will eventually exert a potent influence on our life 
and thought. 

The average American youth can, to a great extent, understand 
modern German life, for German life is not so different from American 
life as one might imagine. I experienced one of my greatest surprises 
when, 12 years ago, I went to what I thought was a foreign country. I had 
been taught to look upon German life as an altogether different one from 
American life — in fact as one to be avoided rather than emulated.. I soon 
discovered that German men were men, that German women were women, 
that German youth were youth — that this people was not so foreign after 
all — that they were fairly good Americans even before they come to our 
shores, for their hopes and their aspirations, their trials and troubles are 
about the same. I soon found out that the conditions of modern Germany 
were interrelated with the conditions of modern America. That was over 
a decade ago, and since that time a wonderful, change has taken place. 
The change from 1893 to 1896 was far-reaching, yes astounding. What 
must be the change from 1896 to 1905 ? 

The commercial world has recognized this — the statesmen have re- 
cognized this. 

In a decade a powerful evolution has taken place affecting all classes, 
yes, springing from all classes. It is evident in every artery of German 
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life — the family, the school, the society, the church, aye even the Govern- 
ment. Yet how few teachers consider this side of the question when at- 
tending German institutions. And fewer still keep up the study of German 
life after having entered upon the career of teaching. One of the most 
unfortunate facts for the future of the teaching of German in this country 
is the growing tendency not to study in Germany. 

We teachers must consider this evolution, or our work will be un- 
practical, if unpractical, unacademic in the broadest meaning of the word. 
The system of education of a decade ago unchanged, it not fitted for the 
needs of the world today. Still one observes but little change in the order 
and ways of presenting humanities. The inevitable result is that the young 
men are leaving the literary courses. 

In the last two years I have heard successful men of the world regret 
that they had not been initiated into German life. They state that they 
wasted time on German grammar, learning material which Professor 
Sievers is so fond of saying is sufficiently incorrect to be placed in a Ger- 
man grammar. If not incorrect this material is not adopted to practical 
purposes. They regret that the teacher but rarely mentioned that there 
was a powerful growing nation in the very heart of Europe. They deplore 
the fact that in the sudy of the classics attention was hardly ever called 
to the real importance of those men who derived their inspiration not 
from the parchments of old, but from personal observation of contem- 
porary life. These men regret that the teacher emphasized too much what 
the poets learned from the past and too little what influence the poets 
have had on the development of modern Germany — yes, what influence 
they still are having. 

The progressive teachers of the country are mostly convinced of the 
fact that the use of German in the classroom must displace translation. 
The use of German is conceded to be good by many teachers who, how- 
ever, give up this work in the study of the classics, and with sufficient 
cause. For the transition from the average first or second yearbook to the 
classic is very sudden. The pupils are not equipped to cope with the 
language, not to mention the Weltanschauung of the classical poets. 

However, all must concede that the language of the modernists is 
simple and direct. This is especially true of Sudermann and Frenssen. 
The pupil does not need to waste time in laboring over complicated sen- 
tences, thereby growing discouraged and losing all interest in the works 
of the poets. The written language of the modernists, although savoring 
of books, is close to the spoken language of the educated people, and is to 
a great extent simple conversational language. This language appeals to 
the young American who is taught to be as concise and direct as possible. 
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The pupils are encouraged when they see that they can grasp it without 
too much trouble. 

Then arises the problem of study of the thoughts and contemplations 
of men and women as reflected in literature. If the language offers fewer 
difficulties, it goes without saying that the pupil will comprehend more 
readily the author's meaning. They remember the thought far better than 
when compelled to work out complicated sentences. The time saved in 
the mechanical work can be far better employed in intensive study of the 
thoughts of the poets. I do not mean merely reading with the idea of cov- 
ering pages, but reading with the intention of selecting and mastering the 
thoughts so that they can be remembered, not only for the day, but for the 
morrow. 

One of the great tasks in literary work is to insist that the pupil 
should remember the currents of thought which permeate a masterpiece. 
This is far easier with the writings of the modernists than with the writ- 
ings of the classical poets ; due to two fundamental reasons — the clear- 
ness and directness of the language — a fairly good acquaintance with the 
Weltanschauung of the poet. Prenssen, for example, using the poets own 
words, is treating the simple, deep life of the common people, and Goethe 
is writing for those 'who have lived, or are still living a grosses Leben*. It 
is far easier for the scholar to understand „schlichtes, tief es Leben", than 
"grosses Leben." The great majority of the pupils know the problems, 
the trials and conflicts of simple, deep life. 

The understanding of the thoughts of the poets serves «s a living dic- 
tionary for the student, for they can ascertain the meaning of words and 
idioms from the context, which is the acknowledged ideal towards which 
even the old school strives. The mere time saved in the use of the diction- 
ary is an important factor, not to mention acquiring the habit of reading, 
that is selecting the poets thoughts. The pupil has time to trace the 
development of the characters, to remember the conditions which hinder 
or further the character development, to follow the Verwicklung of the 
work, in short, to consider the Gedankenfabrik as a Webermeisterstuck. 
These few statements taken from the experience of the students are 
to me self evident. 

The old eternal question arises — shall contemporary literature be 
taught in the schools? Many honestly believe that literature should not 
be introduced until it has stood the test of time. In other words, a living 
man can not know a good book when he sees it, but must wait for a genera- 
tion, and in the meantime the world development has passed over his head. 
But some of us believe that literature is a real test of time and should ac- 
-cordingly be so considered. To paraphrase from 'The Three Faithful' — 
it can not be due to the material, however important that may be — it must 
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be due to us. I really think the trouble is, that we do not stand firmly in 
the whirl of humanity. We must stand firmly and keep our eyes open. 
Such as it is, life, round about us, we must see. Life is sparkling all about 
us, but, who sees the secreted springs and burns ? Whence doth it come ? 
Whither doth it go ? Who knows that can accomplish more than other 
people. 

The modernists contemporary students of man, the poets, have seen 
to a great extent the secreted springs and burns of modern life. They 
know whence it comes and whither it goes. They understand "das Ge- 
wirre der Leidenschaften, Familien und Reiche." It is true that they do 
not always present a whitewashed picture of the social conditions any more 
than was the habit of the classical poets. They prefer to depict them as 
they are, holding that everything has an "inwendigen guten Sinn und 
Zweck." Even those sad exposures of military life have accomplished 
their purposes. It is not necessary to consider all the literature in 
the schools as a basis of Lektiire. The pupils must not think that 
all of German life is such as reflected in the writings of the poets of today 
any more than in the writings of the poets of the past. Again the poets 
are sometimes prophets, as well as friends of men, and often describe con- 
ditions as they will become unless checked in time. 

Consider merely one writer and behold what a wonderful life is un- 
folded before the pupil's eye. I mean Gustav Frenssen, whose works have 
entered into tens of thousands of German homes, although his name is not 
mentioned by Eobertson, Nollen or Coar. What a picture of real German 
life is revealed of sin, of sorrow, of Heimat and fatherland, of true love and 
upright work. What a field of work is opened to the American student. 
He is introduced to the conditions which are undermining, as well as to 
the conditions which are uplifting German society — whether at home, in 
the neighborhood, in the state, — whether in school, in society, in church, 
in government. The influences of the great German-French war with its 
awful carnage are treated. What a lesson is contained in Jorn TJhPs re- 
flection about the battle of Gravelotte, especially at this critical period. 
Modem commerce with its resulting fundamental social upheavals has 
not been neglected. We see the struggles of humanity in the great conflict 
for the survival of the fittest. We see many underlying causes of German 
emigration. How eagerly do the students enter upon this work, for they 
know how important it is to study the problems of the present, the greatest 
of which is the modern religious development, the key word to which, in 
the words of President Angell, is the 'return to Christ/ Compare my ar- 
ticle on Frenssen, P. M., V. 3 and 4. What is true of Frenssen is likewise 
true of Hermann Sudermann, whom the German people are beginning to 
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appreciate as they should ; is true of Hauptmann and others, among these 
Otto Ernst. 

The treatment of education alone is full of rich, important material, 
for we tire so much under the influence of German schools. And we too 
often imitate the worst side — the mechanical side of Germany's far-reach- 
ing systems. How often do we see introduced into our schools ways and 
methods which the Germans have outgrown and which no longer corre- 
spond to the needs of the German people. It behooves the teachers of Ger- 
man to counteract this dire influence. For education which is not adapted 
to the needs of the people and which does not grow out of the nature of 
things and the character of the people is an abomination. 

The study of the German Empire, of German customs, ideals, Eealien 
in the broad meaning of the word, of German nature and lands with all 
their natural resources and products, of German farm and city life, with 
all their social movements is necessary to understand the development of 
contemporary German literature. How easy it is to introduce this work 
when the literature read in the classroom springs from these conditions, 
springs from the development of the German Empire. The students are 
only too anxious to know about this modern German life which sooner or 
later will exert an influence on their own life. 

German becomes alive to them. They learn something which will 
always be of daily use to them whatever vocation they may pursue. The 
interest the students show in such work is manifest. They not only read 
the works of the poets, but reviews, articles and books on modern social 
conditions. They begin to follow the associated press reports and reports 
written by keen men for the large papers of Chicago, for example. What- 
ever critics may say, these reports are generally true. Miss Pond of De- 
troit spoke, in) a recent paper, of the interest shown in this line by High 
School pupils. If this work* could be carried out with system for several 
years, what valuable knowledge the young student would acquire. 

But such work is almost impossible when the classics are introduced. 
The pupils after obtaining but a meagre knowledge, if any at all, of the 
present conditions are introduced into conditions altogether different. 
The inevitable result is confusion. They enter the study of the classics, 
as Frenssen so aptly states it, as if into a large tunnel. 

The teacher may be interested in linguistic or esthetical problems, in 
the literary sources of the poets, especially in the influences of the classics, 
and neglects too much the treatment of the social conditions and the ex- 
position of the Lebensinhalt. The treatment of liberty, which is after 
all the real theme of the Storm and Stress period is far more essential for 
the American youth than the treatment of Kunstform, yet one editor 
would eliminate the character of Attinghausen in Tell. A glance at the 
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numerous Schiller speeches will illustrate my point. Most of the speakers 
emphasized the ideals of Schiller, but made the fatal mistake thinking 
that the primary source of Schiller's ideals is to be found in his esthetical 
and philosophical studies, rather than in his direct study of the innate 
rights of man, in his observation of the irresistible development coming 
right out of the hearts of the German people, a development which grew 
and grew and finally broke out in the Eevolution of 1848, a revolution 
which has given to America so many grand citizens. And this revolution 
did not stop in Germany in 1848, but is now evident in every nook and 
corner of modern German life. 

What is the inevitable result of such misplaced work? When the 
student completes his college course, he is about as ,,klug wie zuvor," as 
far as knowledge of Germany and the Germans is concerned, the knowledge 
of German life being the essential foundation for the understanding of 
German literature with its fulness of riches and beauties and strength. 

Do not think that I am opposed to the study of Kunstform, linguistic 
development and literary sources of the poets. The pupil must first learn 
the Lebensinhalt of literature. He must study it directly. The means 
should be exposition, not lecture. Then he will be equipped for indepen- 
dent research in these important lines, and not until then. Do not think 
that I am opposed to the study of the classics. Various pamphlets pre- 
pared (with E. Wolf) for the study of the classics vouchsafe the contrary. 
I merely wish eo emphasize a few sentences contained in a paper prepared 
for the last meeting, printed in the P. M., IV, 8, 9. 

"I would select modern literature which, to a certain extent reflects 
German customs. Upon this one can base the conversational exercises. 
In this way neither side of the present demands would be neglected. By 
the time the student has reached the classics he has obtained a fair work- 
ing vocabulary, provided the teacher has insisted on the use of German 
from the very beginning." 

Then I had in mind principally the language side of the question. 
However, the work in my classes the last two years have convinced me 
that a knowledge of modern Germany, in all its phases, in short of modern 
German Weltanschauung, is the best preparation for understanding the 
Weltanschauung of the German classical poets. First of all because it is 
easier for the American student to graps, and secondly because with this 
knowledge he can begin to comprehend how much influence the Welt- 
anschauung of the classical poets has exerted on the Weltanschauuung of 
the contemporary writers and of modern life. 

If the student can only realize the fact that the poets are not mere 
dreamers writing for the esthetical amusement of man, that they give the 
most practical and sage philosophy which prepares youth for meeting the 
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problems of life; that the poets are the greatest teachers of man, they will 
not avoid the literary courses. 

But they can not realize this unless the poets are treated as living men. 
The students know too little that the poets have drawn their inspiration 
from experience with the deepest depths of human struggles, after having 
first of all undergone a personal conflict for liberty. 

We teachers too often forget that Luther mastered the social conflicts 
of Germany before he translated the Bible, which contains thoughts right 
out of the midst of human life; that Lessing experienced German life be- 
fore he understood the „Wesen" of the Greek tragedy and before he freed 
German literature from the schackles of the past; that Goethe did not 
divine the beauties of the classics until he had drawn inspiration from the 
study of the most interesting of all men; that Schiller worked out his 
declaration of independence in the light of the rights of man before he 
became German's grand poet of liberty. 

Let us then profit from the lives of the very men we fain would teach ; 
let us heed Goethe's word in Tasso : — 

„Virgilien hor* ich sagen: 
Was ehret Ihr die Toten ? Hatten die 
Doch ihren Lohn und Preude, da sie lebten ! 
Und wenn Ihr uns bewundert und verehrt, 
So gebt auch den Lebendigen ihr Teil ! 
Mein Marmorbild ist schon bekranzt genug; 
Der grime Zweig gehort dem Leben an." 



liber den Gebrauch von Lehrbuchern beim Unterricht in 
der deutschen Sprache. 



Von Professor Starr Willard Cutting, University of Chicago. 



I. 

Hier in Amerika verlasst man sich beim Schulunterricht auf die 
Verwendung von Textbiichern mehr als fast irgendwo sonst in der Welt. 
Auf alien Stufen von der untersten bis zur obersten halt man Lehrbiicher 
fur das sine qua non befriedigender Arbeit. Beim ersten Eintritt in die 
Schule bis zur Promotion konzentrieren die Schiiler ihre Aufmerksamkeit 
hauptsachlich auf das gedruckte Wort. Darin erblicken sie die Summe 
dessen, was sie zu bewaltigen haben, und halten sich f iir verpflichtet, dieses 
Wort im Gedachtnis zu behalten. Prufungen sind in den Augen der 



